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ow, Month; Gece Beten 74 "or what | 
( for mhm J. ought” to haue a great Defe- > ) 
rence) ſhewed me a Letter ſubſcribed J. E. und 
pe to eve from the 1 Teacher 
there, and then arkt my Opinion of it. I replied,” 
there war abu ance of Zeal, but little Pr. 
dence; for at much 4 ; ſach nir miſbirg Reflect ian 
have a dna Febdenicy to ruiſo Heats and Miſ- 
nd ifaw het een thoſe who are of ther E-" 
abliſhed d Tolletated Party) in bat 
own ; who at preſent had 4 2 Correſpoms) \ 
tence, and mutually performed all Offices of 
riendſhip to each other. "hen he ast me for 
n Eſſay of in Pen upon the Head: of that Let- 
er, which” 'f1 ee y granted, and in a day or 
5 it to him, with this Charge and Re- 
that it might be only for his own, and 
pur ricular Friends © ſe. But, it ſrems, 
opies were tahen, and without my Allowance, 
= was ſent to the above mentioned Teacher; who 
Ker fire, and forthwith, with a ſort of D. Farce, 
rows himſelf into the Preſs ; whither, not with- 
A 2 out 


| To the Reader. 
out the Author's great Reluct ance, this follow- 
ing Dialogue is therefore lug d to take its Fate. 
I ii pity that unripe Heads, who are the apteſt 
to think themſelves ſomething, ſhould be ſo pert 
as to let fly at Random, at that Excellent Form 
of Worſhip which the Luminaries f the Re- 
formation compoſed with ſo much Application, 
and hath been ever ſince defended with Triumph, 
bz the moſt Eminent, moſt Learned, and Clear- 
eſt-ſfighted Divines, both againſt Recuſants, 
and ay an mp 1 * 
But ſo it ns z 'tis difficult to 
ſome ſorts of Men from imitating the Dervi 2 
Perfia, who in their Teaching are reported to hold 
a Book in one hand, and a Club in the other. 7 
If in this Trifle, which bad no deſign but Edi- 
fication, you meet with any thing that may be 
2 ficial, thank God for * 3 if * proy par- .. 


Your 


Friend and Servant, if c. 


Philalethes. 
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, i Philalethes. Ell met, Mr. Philoti mur z 
4 * \ \/ a few days ſince I light- 
c ed on a Letter ſubſerib- 


ed J. E. which from the warmth of the Lan- 
guage, and Poſitiveneſs of the Aſſertions, 
ſeemed to be yours: It was to 4 Riordan: 
Member of your 1 «en 1613 40 
Philos. I had a Concern of Conſcience 
for that Towne Man, and therefore I thought 
my felf bound to paſs ſome Paſtoral, ont. 8 
. him. 
* pg, Paſtoral Connſel! What? on a Man 
chat is not of your Flock, and hath given him- 
bei up to the Conduct of another Paſtor, wi.o 
is to anſwer for him? Certainly, chis is 
ſtretching your ſelf 1 your Line. 
A 3 N 
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Philot. It is ſo; but my Intention was 
good, and my Zeal will, I hope, excuſe 
what is aſſuming in it. 

Phila. <4 means): For I thought you 
had known, that Zeal which is not accord- 
ing to Knowledge, is a Vice. But letting 
that paſs. How came you to reflect ſlandef- 
_ ouſly on our Eſtabliſted Way of Worſhip, in or- 

der to recal a Loft Proſelyte of yours? This is 
a very uncharitable, and odd way of pro- 
ceeding. 

Philot. If I have ſaid any thing that I can- 
not juſtify, I muſt anſwer; but at preſent, 
am inſenſible of ſuch Errors. 

Phila. Are you indeed inſenſible, that you 
charge us with Sitting at the Table of the 
Lord, with a Pack of Satanical Villains, Whore- 
mongers, Drunkerds, Sabbath-breakers, Com- 
mom Swearers, Ke? 1 I ID 

Philot. This is tao true. 8 

Phila. This is a fair Confeſſion. But pray, 
is not that Freedom of judging a Sin ſeverely 
cenſured by the Goſpel? Is there not a Cha- 
rity which thinketh no Evil, believeth all things, 
hopeth all things? And how can we expect 
this Charity in your Flock, when we meet 
with none in the Shepherd? i 
- Philot. I could wiſh my Pen had then had 
more Temper, and dropt ſofter Words: but 


however, you will allow, that if ſuch Men. 


are there, they pollute the Receivers. 
1 8 A Phila, 


LY:] 

Phila. No, by no means: for I thought 
you had known that no mats fin can become 
mine, without my Conſent and Imitation. 
If the Devil entered into Judas at the Table, 
e did not therefore enter into all the Apo- 
les, It is a great Chriſtian Duty we are a- 
bout there; and may not any communicate in 
a Chriſtian Duty with any other, without be- 
ing guilty of an Unchriſtian Sin with another? 
Philot. I have conſidered this thing better, 
nd for the future ſhall remember that every 
one ſtandeth or falleth to his own Maſter: 
But is there not Kneeling at the Sacrament, 
which came in with eee and 
u Wconſequently to be left off? | 
Phzla. It is true, we do kneel at the Sacra- 
ment, but not with any the leaſt ſhew of 4- 
doration ; as the Papiſts do, who believe 
-briſt perſonally to be there preſent, and his 
Body orally manducated; but with all De- 
monſtrat on of Humility, which we think is 
our Duty when we receive a Bleſſing from 
God. And this was the Practice of the Pri- 
mitive Saints many Ages before Tranſubſtan- 
tiation ; and therefore you are out in your 
Chronology: and if you have any Acquain- 
tance with the Ancient Fathers, you will find 
ad their Poſture was Ip2onvnnmc, which hope, 
ut Myou will not need to have Engliſbel. 
en Pbilot. Iam fatisfied there is no Adoration 
intended: but to avoid Cenſure, Why do 
A 4 You 
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you not receive it in a Table-poſture, Sitting di 
among us, as our Saviour a the Jews? Witt 
-.. Phila. I find you are much in the dark in r 
this matter, and therefore I will do my En-W 7 
deavour to ſet this into a clear Light. Th: w 
Ancient Church was never for Sitting: and 
Canon of the Council of Nice obliged all to ſtand 
between Eaſter and M bitſuntide, and on e. 
very Lords Day, which you fee exclude 
Sitting. Beſides, the Arriam brought in this 
Poſture of Sitting, who held our Saviour to be 
a Creature, and therefore treated him with 
a FHellow-like Familiarity : And therefore in 
Synod of all Proteſtants in Poland, Sitting at 
the Sacrament was forbidden, purely becauſ: 
the Arrians uſed it in a fort of Contempt o 
our S42viowr. And tho Sitting be uſed in Hol 
land, and among ſome other Reformed Chu N 
eher more, yet the far greater Number ul: 
Kneeling. Sitting was not the Geſture'of ou 
Saviour, but Lying along ; and if it had been Si- 
ting, it would be of no more obligation to uz 
than his eating it after Supper was a Rule to 
the ales whe received it faſting, AF. 13.2 
And by Pliny's Account, ſo very early in the 


Morning, that they ſeparated again early e 
nough ad capiendum cibum promiſcunum. Nov 
if this will contribute any thing to juſtily 
our Practice, and to inform you better, | 
hall think my Labour well ſpent 

Philot. I am obliged to you for your oy 

| dof 
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94 
dor and Civility, and I think I need no far- 
ther ſatisfaQtion in this matter. But are there 
not in Uſe with you Bowing at the Name of 
Jeſur, and Worſhipping towards the Eaſt, &c. 
which is introducing into the Worſhip of 
God, what he n and is 
etting up your po od's 5 and your 
— Kue va H bold 2 * Ef 
Phila. Sir, I am glad I can ſatisfy you in 
any thing, and I hope to be as ſucceſsful in 
this, as in any of the reſt ; for { perceive 
this Objection is the common Sh7bbolerh, viz. 
that nothing ought to be uſed in Divine Wor- 
ſhip'of Humane Inſtitution. | 
Philos. I willingly joyn iſſue with you in 
that Point; for I have a ſtrong Perſwaſion, 
_ it is teaching for Do@rines the Traditions of 
Phila. I thank you, Sir, heartily, for letting 
me into the Argument; for I think I am no 
ſtranger to it, and perhaps what follows may 
undeceive ſome. Sir, you know we have al- 
ways told you, there is a v Difference be- 
tween being prohibired, and not commaniled : 
whatſoever is prohibited, to introuduce that 
is adding to the Commandment. And you 
as well know, that we retort the Argument 
upon you; That they who forbid what the 
Goſpel doth not forbid, are greater Crimi- 
nals, than thoſe who Command what the 
„ Gel doth not command. For inſtance; if 
of this 
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you not receive it in a Table poſture, Sitting di 
2 us, as our Sæviour among the Jews? tl 
-. Phila. I find you are much in the dark inW 1 
this matter, and therefore I will do my EnW 7 
deavour to ſet this into a clear Light. Th w 
Ancient Church was never for Sitting: and 
Canon of the Council of Nice obliged all to ſtan 
between Eaſter and Whitſurtide, and on e 
very Lords Day, which you fee exclude 
Sitting. Beſides, the Arriant brought in thi 
Poſture of Sitting, who held our Sæviour to be 
a Creature, and therefore treated him with 
a Fellow-like Familiarity : And therefore in il t 
Synod of all Proteſtants in Poland, Sitting a fl 
the Sacrament was forbidden, purely becauſ: 
the Arrians uſed it in a ſort of Contempt © 
our Saviour. And tho Sitting be uſed in Hol 
land, and among ſome other Reformed Chu. 1 
eher more, yet the far greater Number ul: 
Kneeling. Sitting was not the Geſture of ou 
Saviour, but Lying along ; and if it had been Sit 
ting, it would be of no more obligation to uz 
than his cating it after Supper was a Rule to 
cha who received it faſting, AFs. 13. 2. 
And by Pliny's Account, ſo very early in the 
Morning, that they ſeparated again early e 
nough ad capiendum cibum promiſcunm. Nov 
if this will contribute any thing to juſtity 
our Practice, and to inform you better, | 
hall think my Labour well ſpent. = 
_ Philot. I am obliged to you for your * 
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dor and Civility, and I think I need no far- 
ther ſatisfaction in this matter. But are there 
not in Uſe with you Bowing at the Name of 
Jeſur, and Worſhipping towards the Eaſt, &c. 
which is introducing into the Worſhip of 
God, - what he n and is 

etting up your po od's 5 and your 
— ageinſt v4 tireſbold f * of 

Phila. Sir, I am glad I can ſatisfy you in 

any thing, and I hope to be as ſucceſsful in 
this, as in any of the reſt ; for { perceive 
this Objection is the common Shibboleth, viz. 
that nothing ought to be uſed in Divine Wor- 
ſhip of Humane luſtitution. | 

Philos. 1 willingly joyn iffue with you in 
that Point; for I have a ſtrong Perſwaſion, 
_ it is teaching for Do@rines the Iraditions of 
Phila. I thank you, Sir, heartily, for letting 
me into the Argument; for I think I am no 
ſtranger to it, and perhaps what follows may 
undeceive ſome. Sir, you know we have al- 
ways told you, there is a v Difference be- 
tween being probibired, and not commaniled : 
whatſoever is prohibited, to introuduce that 
is adding to the Commandment. And you 
as well know, that we retort the Argument 
i upon you; That they who forbid what the 
, I Goſpel! doth not forbid, are greater Crimi- 

nals, than thoſe who Command what the 
an- Ge doth not command. For inſtance; if 
dot | this 


L100 
this be no Scripture Propoſition, that nothing t. 
is to be uſed in the Worſhip of God, but BH 
what is preſcrib'd, then you add to that per- Iv 
fe# Rule in many things: If it be a Scripture 
Propoſit ion, pray be ſo charitable as to favour 
our Ignorance, and ſhew us where it is. But, 
tho yours be not true, we have Reaſons for 
our own, viz: That the adding ſomething not 
commanded (if it be done for the pure Glory 
of God) is no ſin. For, to paſs by the Feaſt 
of the Dedication, the Feaſt of Purim, &c. 
all obſerved by the Jews, and Chriſt himſelf, 
without any Command; Iwill fx to the erect- 
ing of Synagogues, and ſetling a Worſhip in 
them.Shew me in the Scripture any Command 
for erecting ſuch Sacred Houſes in the leſſer Di- 
ſtrifs, and [ will ſabmit 88 if you cannot, 1 
hope for the ſame Ingenuity in your ſelf: for 
you know Moſes was taught in theſe ſacred 
Edifices, (not commanded) every Sabbat b- 
day. Pray, Sir, converſe with Selden and 
| Lightfoot, both Members of that Aſſembly 
who made the Directory; and then tell me 
ſomething farther, -what your Thoughts are 
of Things not commanded. TH r Nen 
Philot. Indeed, Sir, you treat me like 2 
Brother, in the Spirit of Meekneſs; and I do 
. Promiſe you to conn the Point with all due 
Application, and to give you -my farther 
Thoughts if any Scruple {hall yet remain. 
But, Sir, if theſe Things be not adding p 
| | the 


. 119 8 
the Commandment, at als they muſt b 
Will-worſhip ; and that, you know, is repro- 
ved as a in againſt the Goſpel, Coloſſ. yo 
F. I like this Temper mightily; for 
r this is the way to edify, and to be edified. 
„And now I recolle& my ſelf, I remember you 
r inſiged upon this very Text, for Will-worſbip 
t to be the ſame with Superſtition, which is a 
/ eren God. But, Sir, tho' Mr. 
t Bl Calvin following, St. Ferom's vulgar Tranſlation, 
„who tranſlates it Syperſiitio, grafts this, In- 
f, I ference, That-Superſtitio among the Latins 
- Mis the fame. with h among the 
n reer (which I believe is almoſt the whole 
d Foundation of this blunder among : ſome 
Men) yet you muſt not take it amiſs, if I 
1 Ezive you a very fair opportunity to be 'a 
xr Maſter of more Critical Learning; and if you 
4 neglect the occaſion, the fault is yours. In 
þ- Ithat Search you will be abundantly convin- 
d ced, that eOzAonTaot, the Compound, is no 
more proper to be tranſlated Superſtitiorr, 
ne than bene «cz, this Simple, which is no 
re more than Morſbip, is to be ſo. The truth 
is, all Critics will, tell you that the proper 
a words for Superſtition among all. the Greek 
lo Claſſicbs 18 Sr Sauer, 4 word always uſed 
1e Fin a Corrupt and Bad ſenſe, as *:>o0proxan 
WVll-Worſhip, or Voluntary Worſhip, was in a 
good ſenſe; and ſo it is in the Verſe that 
you quote out of the Colo!ſzans ; Tho by fol- 
5 lowing 


[12 
lowing one another, without due atten. 
dance to reading, Expoſitors generally mal: 
the ſame ſtumble. FOES 
If T have omitted any thing material in 
your Letter to your Loſt Diſciple, put me in 
mind of it like a Chriſtian, a Man deſi 
rous to be fatisfied, not to be contentions; 
and I do aſſure you, I am not only ready to 
condeſend to any momentous Queries ini. 
that Letter, but to paſs thro the whole B- 
dy of Divinity with you, if you have an, 
time to ſpend without Profit; for you ar: 
2 Divine, and I prefume have ſearched into; 
the natural ſenſe of py pra, every idle 
Word: FOOTY 
Philot. Sir, I take you at your word, and 
do defire you to call to mind, that you have 
omitted to confider ſome things in my Lei 
ter; as the 5 in Baptiſm, which hati 
been notoriouſly the ſed to Superſtition in th 
Popiſh Church; and therefore ought to bY 
laid afide in the Reformed Churches. © 
Phila. I had omitted that, becauſe ! 
thought it waſting of time to defend a Cer: 
monty ſo inoffenſive and ancient. But ſecing 
you deſire my Thoughts, I will be bach m 
ward in nothing that may pleaſe you. It 5; 
true, the Corruptions of Rome had much 1 
depraved and debaſed that Ceremony: but 
you muſt remember, this Ceremony was fat 5 
more Ancient than Popery ; for * * 
5 6 g Ot 
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Noth mention it as a Ceremony which Tradition 
ud introduced, Cuſtom had confirmed, and the 
Believers Faith had Obſerved; and you know 
ertulliam lived about 200 Years after Chriſt, 
ong before the Corruptions of Popery had 
dirth. Conſult him in Coroz, Milit. Cap. 3. 
ud when you are opening your Books, turn 
ſo to Origen, Hom. 2. in Pl. 38. to Baſil, de 
„ iritn SanGo,Cap. 27. to Cyprian, adv. Demet. 
d. 203. And there I preſume you will find 
Reaſon and Authority ſufficient for the uſe 
of this Ceremony. Now what Reaſon can 
here be to omit the innocent Uſe of this Ce- 
emony ſo ancient, becauſe in After-ages defign- 
nag Men abuſed it? For the ſame Reaſon all 
wel ur ſacred Edifices;and Fonts, and Belle mult be 
aid afide,foraſmuch as they have been abuſed 
o Superſtition: And we muſt abhor even Fire 
ind Water, for they too have been adored as 
dds by the Gentiles. It is ſufficient to ſtrip it of 
ItSSwperſtitsorr, and reduce it to its Primitivellſe. 
As to your Inſtance fetch'd out of 2 Kings 
18. 4. it is nothing to the purpoſe. For that 
was a material Serpent which the People had 
made an Idol of; and cannot reach our Caſe, 
unleſs we had a material Crucifix, (ct up as an 
Idol, which the People adored as God; then 
the Magiſtrate ſhould a& the part of Heze- 
heh, and Nehuſhtan the Bauble with Teal. 
But I hope you can ſee a great Difference be- 
tween a material Crucifix, and an Aerial tran- 
t ſign as ours is. Philot. 


Jian 
Jot 
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© Philot. T-perceive there is more to be (aid 
for this than I imagined, and [ ſhall hence. 
forth ſeparate between the Ancient Uſage of 
the Church, from the Corruptions of the Ro. 
miſh Church. But what think you of bowiry 
at the Name of Jeſus? is not that ſuperſtitions? 
Phila. It was impoſſible to convince an ig. 
norant Fellow once, but Pontius Pilate was 2 
great Saint, or the Apoſtles had never ſuffered 
his name to ſtand in the Creed. And it is no 
leſs difficult to anſwer all the unreaſonable 
Demands of ſome Men, who in your way of 
Reformation, are for ſteaing as well as ſhearing. 
But J will endeavour to ſatisſie you. Is it 
not uſual to expreſs ſome External Honour, 
not only to a Benefactor preſent, but even to 
his Name mentioned when abſent? Was there 
ever a greater Benefactor to the Sons of Men, 
than the Man Chriſt Jeſus > and when I hear 
his Name mentioned upon Earth, who is 
now on the right Hand of God in Heaven, 
think my ſelf engaged in Gratitude, to 
make an External Demonſtration of Honour, 
to that bleſſed Saviour whom the Jem and 
Gentiles deſpiſed. And if any one diſlikes it, 
he may enjoy his humour; for it is not im- 
poſed on any, but left at pleaſure. But I muſt 
deſire you- to conſider theſe two Thing, 
which may be of ſome ſervice to you in yo fr 
Studies, viz: The two grand Maxifris that the 
Refor mation went upon were theſe: That no 


Doctrine was to be received as neceſſafy to 


Sal- 


L 15 3 


4 Salvation, that was not warrantable by the 
„ Scripture. The other: That none of the 
Corruptions of the Church of Rome were to 


be retained. The Plan of Geneva ſophiſti- 
cated both theſe after this manner. The 
firſt, That no Circumſtance of Worſhip was 
Ito be admitted, which was not preſcribed 
a Min Scripture : The ſecond, That the Mea— 
4 ſure of Purity was to be at the greateſt Di- 
io ſtance from Rome. And theſe lamps of Lea- 
Je Moe have been the Cauſe of this long Ferment 
of among deluded People; and there is little 
g. NReaſon to expect, but it will continue to 
it {the end of the World. For you know there 
r. was a time to be, when Men would not en- 
to dure ſound Doctrine. 

e Philot. I am ſenſible that the Tares which. 
n. the Eemy hath ſown have taken deep root, 
ar {and that thoſe Tares muſt not be pull'd up 
is till the Harveſt, - which is the end of the 
„ World: But 'tis/pity we ſhould not accommo- 
to date matters better, by encouraging ſome uſe- 
r, ful Things more in the Worſhip of God; and 
d particularly, Concei ved or Extempore Prayer, 
which I hope you think to be a gift of God. 


i. Phila. Every pious internal Motion is un- 
{| Noubtedly from God: And whoſoever hath 
Fg, wine and gracious Affections excited in him 
ar {in Prayer, hoth certainly the Gift of God. 


he And this is all that is promiſed to be given 
% us, and conſequently all that we muſt 7775 
an 3 | hilot. 


DL 160 
Pjzßilot. How] doth not the Spirit of God 
inſpire the Words as well as the Matter of 


Prayer ? 
Phila. There were ſome Gifts Extraord;. 


wary and Temporary: Others Ordinary and 
Fixt. The Extraordinary was the prayi 
and praifing by immediate Inſpiration, a 
is called Propheſying : Such was the Gift of 
Saul, 1 Sam. 10. 5. and ſuch was the Gift of / 
Zacharias, who was filled with the Holy 
Ghoſt, and propheſied, ſaying, Bleſſed, &c. 1 
This Gift, I hope, you are not ſo raſh as to In 
pretend to; for then your Prayers muſt be WY a 
as Infallible as the Scripture it ſelf, which is 
given by Inſpiration of God. | 

The Ordinary and Fixt, is the enabling us 
to offer up the matter of Prayer to God in ai 
moſt devout and affeFionate manner, with 
feghs and groans, i. e. with earneſt and flagrant 
Affections. But as for the Words of Prayer, 
the Text in Rom. 8. 26. you have been 
often told is ſo far from implying any lI»ſpi- 
ration of them, that plainly it tells us, that the 
feebs and groant, which the Spirit inſpired, 
were ſuch as were not to be uttered, or word-Wy 
ed. And certainly, to inſpire us with Affe · Nua 
ctions too big for Words, can never importer 
the Inſpiration of Words. 13.98 

Pßilot. You have given me ſound Convicti- 
on, that we are not to expect the continuance 
of Extraordinary Gifts. But, Sir, * ſer © 

ory 


ET 2 TROY, 22 
great | hindrance to the Aſiniſteria! 
Gift of Prayer? be Pre 

Phila. No, by no means, for Ie is promi- 
ſed no ſuch Gift. The Promiſes of the Spzrir 
are as much to the People as to the Paſtor ; 
and what the latter attains above them, is an 
acquired Dexterity. 

Philot. Why then is Timothy exhorted to 
ſtir up the Gift that is in him? 

- Phila, The diſturbed Fancy of the X.. 4 
Mancha in Don Quixot, faw the Golden Hel- 
met of Mambrino in the Barber's Baſon, which 
all men elſe took to be a plain Braſs Baſon. 
We have laboured to cure your Eye ſight, 
when you view this Text, and yet {till you will 
u be poſitive, that there is ſomething in it which 
ass not: But however, I will at the Eye- Salve 
th again. Neglef# not the Gift that is in thee, 
which was given thee by Prophecy, which is the 
Gift of Epiſcopal Dignity. At the firſt planting 
of the 77 , the Apoſtles being not able to 
„make a long ſtay in a place, were forced t) 
ſubſtitute ſome of the New Converts to perfect 

heir Beginnings ; and becauſe they could not 
y Human Means diſcern by ſo hor an Ac- 
ffe · Nuaintance, who were fit for that Employ- 
ort ent, the Holy Ghoſt did ordinarily point oct. 
e Perſon to them by Revelation. And this. 
i- as Timothy's caſe. So that the Gift by Pre- 
neeF':/iz, or by the Nomination of the Holy Gho//, . 
t ſu the Office of ** And the Senſe 
ru | of, 


| Forms a 
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of, Neglect mt the Gr, nd ſtir up the Gift, 
can be'no more but this: Have a diligent” re- 
gard to thy Power and Inſpect ion of that Flock 
over which Thou art Over- ſeer. n 

But Lperceive you are miſtaken in the caſe 
of cur Clergy, who, tho? they are engag?d to 
the conftant Uſe ot a ffated Litargy, to pre- 
vent Crave, Impertinent, and ſometimes Blaſ- 
phemous Expreſhons, which ate incident -to 
Extem:pore Effulions, yet they are not re- 
{trained irom the exerciſe of their own Gifts, 
neither in pablict nor private; and what is 
more, our 5 5. Canon doth Encourage and 
Authorize it. This I think is ſatisfaction to 
Men that will not, out of Pride, oppoſe them - 
ſelves, which, I preſume, is not your Talent in 
the leaſt, and therefore I give you a kind fare. 
wel, till our next Conference. Tours, ö 


„ OY Philalet hes. 


Phila. TX TJ Elome Mr, Philotinus, for 1 


| Vas deſirous of your company, 
that we might have a little farther Diſcourſe 
about your Letter to your loft Diſciple; Where: 

in, as I remember, you magaifie the Edifying 
in our "Cong eg ations, and eſſex that the 
„„ „ ( 
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© Phiber, It is true, I do find my Soul more FG. 


elevated, and my Affectious more nated unde! 


1 Vz% VS N "lk +23 IT, wt 4ak% w3 2 . 


(mgJ] 
the teaching of ſome of our Miniſters, than 
by that way of your Divipee. Tr 
Phila, How? The Paſtors of the Foreign 
Reformed Char des ha ve Tranilated many of the 
Volumes of our Dzvizes Sermons to Eadiſſe and 
ſave your Forles Souls, and applauded them 
as moſt exact pieces of Divinity. And many of 
your Miniſters, When the heat of Conteution 
hath been a little off, have owned, That rhe 
Diſcourſes of our Paſtors from the Pulpit, are 
Solid, Learned, Afjectionate, and Pious; and 
their only Cr.me was, That ſumet.mes 
they were too well ſtudied, and too. good, 
and if fo, tis ſtrange that they ſhould not 
de Edifying. res At urls 
Philot. They are good, plain, moral Diſcour- 
25 but they ate pronounc'd with that flat- 
1%, that they leave hut liutle quickneis and 
e upon my. Mind. 121 
Phila, I ſee now What you call EAiſcat ian. 
took Egification ro be a true laſormation of 
IJ. Judgmear in the Deetrinz{ poinrs of Ke- 
gion, and conhirming; the. Chriſtian in the 
Practical Rules of Piety and Victuc; but you 
iſtake EKaiſalion for Heat and Warmyn, 


r we © 4. 


4) 997 ing: 1 oxes,: affectionate Exprejſions, Þ afjiony 
1d //cherence,. which are lay upon 
he d “ enemmences), Which are apt to play upon 


J Fancy, and match che Hearers beyond 
emſelves; aud by theſe, vehement Hights, of 
i: Voice, and Ard of the Gelture and Aion, 
ue being. melted: into Tears, others fired in- 

Ly. ail; 1 B 2 . 5 : nt 
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of, Neglect not the Gifs nd ftir up the Gift, 
can be no more but this: Have a diligent re- 
gard to thy Power and Inſpect ion of that Flock 
over Which hoù art Over- ſeer. +\30 
But Lperceive you are miſtaken in the caſe 
of cur. Clergy, who, tho? they are engag?d to 
the conftant Uſe of a ffated Litargy, to pre- 
vent Crue, Impertinent, and ſometimes Blaſ- 
phemous  Exprethons, Which ate incident to 
 Extempore Eftulions, yet they are not re- 
{trained irom the exerciſe of their own Gifts, 
neither in pablict nor private; and what is 
more, our 5 5. Canon doth Encourage" and 
Authorize it. This I think is ſatisfaction to 
Men that will not, out of Pride, oppoſe them - 
ſelves, which, I preſume, is not your Talent in 
the leaſt, and therefore I give you a kind fare- 
wel, till our next Conference. Tours, 
r ee P Philadethes, 
n | 
F TElcome Mr, Philotinus, for 1 
Was deſirous of your company, 
that we might have a little farther Diſcourſe 
about your Letter to your loft Diſciple; Where: 
in, as I remember, you magie the Edifing 
in your Congregations, and leſſen that of the 
„ / ( 
Philos, It is true, I do find my Soul more 
elevarea, and my Affectious more incited undes 
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the teaching of ſome of our Miniſters, than 
by that way of your Divizec. . 
Phila. How? The Paſtors of the Foreign 
Reformed (hurt hes ha ve Tranſlated many of the 
Volumes of our. D:vizes Sermons to Edifie and 
ſave your oples Souls, and applauded them 
as moſt exact pieces of Divinity. And many of 
your Miniſters, when the heat of Conreution 
hath been a little of, have owned, That rhe 
Diſcourſes of our Paſtors from the Pulpit, are 
Solid, Learned, Aſſectionate, and Pious; and 
their only Cr. me was, That ſe met mes 
they were too well ſtudied, and too good, 
and if ſo, tis ſtrange that they ſhould not 
be Eaifying. 1:10 3 act; 

Philot. They are good, plain, moral Diſcour- 
2 but they ate progounc'd, with that flat- 
eſs, that they leave hut lire quickneis and 
te upon my. Mine. 
Phila. I ſeec now what you call Edifcation, 
took Exzification to be a true luſormation of 
he Judgmeat in the Boctrinal points of Re- 


% aa cootirming; che. (bu in the 
1 Practical Rules of Piety and Victuc; but you 


niſtake -[Edificatzpn for Heat and ¶ armi h, 
rel; 84 1 Oe, afſectionat e Exprejuons,” 4 aljrony 
Dad 2 which are apt to play upon. 
e Fancy, and match rhe Hcarers beyond 
bemſelves; aud by theſe, vehement Hights, of 


Ys Voice, andAres of the Geſture and Afton, 
tb being Melted. into Tears, others fired ili 
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to Zealand Rage, think themſelves under the 
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Impulſe of the Divine Spirit. But you muſt 
needs know that the worſt of Men have . 
been ſo Eaified; fo were Major Weir, Hackett, . 
David George, John Bazilides, Fairbful Cum. - 
min, and Heath the Jeſuit, all of them very | 
bad Men. | 
Philor. I am ſenſible that the agitatio 
of the Animal Spirits, which rouzeth the 
Paſſions, may deceive us, and delude us with 
the Notions of better Illumination; but how. 
ever; you muſt grant that our Miniſters Preach 
upon loftier Subjects than Faith and Repent anc, 
and fo entertain us with Phraſes and Terms 
that fill our Brains. | | 
Phila, 1 willingly grant that; but while 
they have raiſed Doctrines to gratify the Ca. 
rious and Inquiſitive, they have ſpoiled the 
Sobriety of the Honeſt Chriſtian. While they 
have prated about Angels, the fate of ſepars- 
ted Souls, about the ſituation of Paradiſe of old 
and of Hell nom; about the Length of the Sword 
. that guarded Paradiſe &c. they have run Met 
into Enthuſiaſtical Whimſies, while others wiK 
have taught the way of Salvation plainly by 
Faith and a vertuous Converſation, have car 
ried Men into no ſuch Extravagancies as thok 
Soldiers had (Hiff. Independ Pt. 2. 152 
153.) who entred a Church with fve Light: 
as Emblems of five Things thought fir to VF, 
Extinguiſhed; vis. the Lords-Day, Tithts 
Miniſters, Magiſtrates, and the Bible, Theſ 
al 
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are ſad things; tis good therefore to be wiſe 

to Sobriety. , 

Philat. You have brought me to be almoſt 

a Proſehte. And indeed I have heard, Ihat 
Bl a Noble Venetian being at Landon in the late 
' Troubles, writ to Cardinal Barberini, that one 
Jof the Fruits this bleſſed Parliament, and of theſe 

two Sectaries (Presbyterians and Independants) 

is, That they, have made more Jews and Atheiſts 
ll than I think there is in all Europe beſides. 
Phil. Thank you, Sir, for your fair Ac- 
-  knowledgment, and I hope to bring you a 
i a ſtep farther, if you will have the patience 
to _ what I ſhall farther ſay. _ - 

Philot. Fray what is that? Speak it out 
without Bitterneſs and Reflection, and uſe your 
freedom with me, for Lam not prejudiced, but 
am ready to hear Reaſon. San 

Phila, Why ? It hath been a great Queſti- 
on, whether you have a true Miniſtry among 
Hou? And if no true Miniſtry, you can have 
Ino Authoritative Power to Preach, Adininiſter 

we Sacraments, &c. and conſequently, no true 

Cres! : il; 1 | 105 
Phbilat. This indeed levels all our Fabrick, 
the Foundation thus fails. But Pray, What 
s your Reaſon for this? 

Phila, It is this, That for above 1500 years, 
no Ordination was counted valid that Was 
ot performed by a Biſhop: And, in a Synod of 
exandric, Iſeiyr. s, who was Ordain'd by on: 
- | 5 96 Collut hu, 


Jy... 
Colluthes, a meer Presbyter; was, ordered to be 
deprived of that Degree to which he had fal. 
{ly pretended. The Coaucii of Hhiſpatic degra- 
ded a Prieſt and two Deacons for this only Rca. 
ſon, becauſe the Biſbop being il in his Eyes 
ſuffered a Prieſt to ſay the Prayers over them, 
contrary to the Ecclefraſtical Cuſtom: And ' tis 
well known that Aerius was deemed by Epi. 
phanius and St. Auſtin, a Heret ict, for denying 
this Difference between a Biſbop and a Pres- 
Hier. And St. Jerom, Who laboured: highly 
to advance the Order of Presbyters,/ freely puts 
this Queſtion : Quid facit Epiapie, = 
Ordinatione, quod Presbyter non faciat ? Ep: 
ad Evag, which. ſound Authorities brought 
the learned Daille to this Conceſſion: Ordiza 
tionem Epiſcopalis juris Id ius faiſſe in Cypriaviti 
Seculi Eccleſia,” confitemur. And you know the 
ſaid M. Daille was the beſt Champus tor Pres 
Red that ever took up the Conrover{/al 
en. | 29 On i DOR. * 

Philot. Methinks this is pla in; and if your 
Authorities be true, this will deſerve a ſeriou 
Conſideration. But I am told, that rhe In. 
dians and Iberians were preach'd tò, and con- 

verted by Perſons not Ordained by Biſhops. 
Phila. It is true, Fument ius a e 
verted the Indians, but he went back to 4. 
 lexandria, and received Epiſcopal Ordination as 
ſoon as he could. And the newly converted 
Tberians ſent to Conſtantinople for a wn of 
i | Philet, 


. 
Bus. LAS ba 
U " pie But. what think, 158 of the 03 Air 4- 
trons of the Reformed . n We = 
arc done by meer Presbyters,.. -. . 
Phils, Why ?. 7 Their 9 4 7 do ON at 
7 Were compelled b Y dier Necglli 505 
what they dd, the Popiſh Biſhops ITE 0 
Orca. n ny | that were for Rog mation. An 
that if they could enjoy the Bl: Tre Ye 
nation by Keformed Bibi, the y thou Rank 
themſelves, happy; but linge, this cannor;Þ 
they ho pe God. Will mercitully excute thy 5 . 
tect, 55 notwithſtanding, bless their Labgurs 


tall they can find a Remedy. But de a en 


do, is from Chgice. and not Neg/ity, and thete- 
ſore gan fiud ng Excuſe. 5 * ad. 1H 
I have faid-impartially, anc i pray 60 e 
duct your Meditatiobs ah 
Pghilot. I pr omiſe to do. the beſt 1 © 17 00 
[ will be farcher adviſed, (Bar Ws oY 
entered ſo. tar, 1 [Aro the Caul OT fake 
ſome, Men charge the e Wich oy 15 
which if L cquld; be.convneed of, To th 
quickly renognee Communian with th chem \ fore. 
as much as I am pcriuaded that Ne . 2. 
great Sin. Fray give, me four Tigughts 
calmly about it:. RY 
Phila. elle And 8 480 Halt | 
except jultly againſt, wha, Lays. 4 * 1.85 | 
nothing but iron :S 6. ok 01 wks n 
Men. Mr. Calvin Initir. 1. 4. p. 349. , 
that where ever the Word of God. is duly preached, 
| B 4 _—_ 


1 
and the true Uſe of the Satraments kept ap, there 
is the plain Appearance of a true Church, whoſe 
Authority no Man may 7570 deſpiſe, much leſs 


ſeparate from it, and violate its Unity; for,” as 


mach as our Lord hath ſo great a Regard to the 


Communion of his Church, that he accounts him 
an Apoſtate from his Religion, who obſtinately 
epatates from any Chriſtian Society, which keeps 
up the true Miniſtry of the Word and Sacraments; 
the otherwiſe many Blemiſhes are crept in. 
Ihe other is taken out of a Book, Intitu- 
led, 'a Vindication of the Presbyterian Govern- 
ment, pag. 130. wherein it is ſaid, There is 4 
Negative, and 4 Poſitive Schiſm. Negative, 
when Men do peaceably and quietly" withdraw 
rom Communion with a C lurch not making 4 
head againſt that Church from which they are de- 
parted. Pofſitive, when Perſons ſo with-dr awing, 
ag. conſoriate into a different and oppoſite. Boy, 
ſetting up a Church againſt a Church; this is 
Schiſm by way of Eminency. And they farther 
tell us, There are Four Cauſes that mate 4 Se- 
paration from a Church lawful. 1. When they 
that ſeparate are intolerably perſecuted: 2. When 
the Churth, they ſeparate from, is Heretical. 
3. Whez it is Taolatrous. 4. When' it is the Seat 
4 Antechriſt. And where none of theſe Four are 


* 


ound, there the St parat ion is a Schiſin. Now 


we are fully aſſured, that none of theſe Cauſes 


can be juſtly thrown upon eur Congregations , 
* 161 IEEE 3 3 851 | | : there- 
's 2k} SO * by 4 
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therefore you muſt not be diſpleaſed with us, 
but with your ſelves, if we blame you asguilty 
of Poſitive Schiſm. | 
Now . from... theſe Notions that your on 
Divines have of Schiſm, 1 leave you or any 
Rational Man to judge, whether this be not 
as F< a Determination of the Caſe as if they 
had been calculated, and particularly deſign- 
ed againſt the Doctrine and Practice of the 
Modern Diſſenters from our Church: And whe- 
ther the Vovel Notion of Occaſional Communion 
will ſerve to defend the Obſtizare Separation. 
It concerns you highly to look to it, eſpecial- 
lyif the Words ot that geen Man St. Cyprian 
will avail any thing with you, * ad Anto- 
nian. de Unitate Eccleſ. p. 181. 184. That a 
Perſon going from the Church to Schiſmaticks, 
tho* he ſhould deliver up himſelf. to the Flames, 
t this would not be the Crown of his Faith, but 
the Puniſhment of his Falſehood ; not the glorious 
Exit of a” Religious Courage, but the iſſue of 
Deſpazr : Sach a one may be killed, but he cannot 
e crowned, for he rents the Unityof the Church, 
efron: the Faith, difturbs the Peace, diſſolves 
Charity, and profanes the Holy Sacrament. _ 
Now, Sr, you ſee, that I have, for ſome. 
ours; interrupted rhe Courſe of my other 
rtudies, purely out of "Compaſſion to your | 
, 


ri guided Zeal, and I will do much more for 
ou” in this kind, provided, Mr. Philotimus, 


_ that 
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that you defits any thing, out of 4 love 
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wp „ > a(t 0 Conkmarbialis want; 
Pull. [ Have lately ſeen, My. Philotimas, : 
x 1 Paper of yours, whucl you call an 
Anſwer to a Dialogue ſent gau; and indeed, 
when I ſaw the Arguments, I fancyed you 
| had been juſt come from reading the Famil, 
of Error in Spencer*s Fairy. Queen, the Daugl- 
ters of which agreed in nothing, but at 
they wete all Il:ſhaped, and therefore tis u. 
faral not to admire ſuch COLNE ee 
* Phitor.” Why? Have not I given you a fal 
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Anſwer to that Paper? ͥ 
' Phila. No, by ho means; for you ſhould 
have gone on with every Argumeat there men. 
rioned, but perhaps, as the odd Animal, who 
had a 7 onceit of his Teeth, left off the 
File after long mumbling, ſo you might be 

diſcouraged by Diſappoimment. 
*Philot. I think I have anſwer'd what was 
moſt Popular, and of moſt dangerous Conk- 
Uence to our Societies, and, that may fuk 

He. 3 e 1 HO. 
"Phila. As to the Dialogue, you have made 
a Reflection on à Paſlage abou Foreign Or- 
dination among the Reformed, by Presbyters 111 
85 c 
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e Paſſage is this: The Pa be the Reform. 
2 were compelled b) eceſſity to 5 
ber or hey did, the Popiſh Biſhops nf We 7% Or. 
dain un that were forRe FD Do And this you 
call 4 manifeſt * Untrut , and ory out; what no 
nue Miii[fry iti Holland? No rue Miniſtry iti 
Frantt? no trat Mini ſiry ity Geheta? What? 
Unbhirch all Diſſenterc? And ſo call your Peo- 
ple to the Breach to make it gooll v with brave. 
7 or all is gone. 

Phil. Wfiy do not you y ? 

Philos. I 46 hay {6, and fay ir ((or my Did: 
logue conſiſts only of a ColleQtion of Authors, 
nd chere needs no more to anf er what you | 
have to prodube) aſter a very learned Man, 
„br. Comber, Dean of Dur am; who itt his Pre- 
fee to the Ger / Ofdinitibn; p. 53. faith 
thus: Bar ſome object, This will deptive divers 
Foreign Churthes Pu here + they have nb Biſhops) 
"9 a lawful Miniſtry; betauſe their Miniſters 
he e Ho Orflinatio| ut by Pitchiers, To you 

] hat enly ſay; tlas the firſt Preibyter 2 

be 
ſameu to Ordain, had no ſuch Powver given 
ind fo could not rightly convey this which be 
never retei dei Mere is mo Precedent in Scrip- 
ture of meer Presbyters" Ordaining alone, avid. 
ſuch Orfinat ions wotild have been declared Null 
in the Primitive Ats; Jea, for 1500 Tears 10. 
5 ther no: ſuch me "alloived.” "Bit The faireſt 
les 1 1 2 ſort Of theſs' Chiti, were forces 


by 


G86) | 
by. Dire Neceſſity to this Irregalarity, by the ob. 
ftinate Refuſal of the Popiſh Biſhops to Ordain, 
that were for Reformation, ſo that either they 
muſt have ſuch a Clergy as they could have, or 
| have none to Officiate in the Proteſtant way. 
Now, Sir, this Doctor might have been an- 
ſwered, it 210 Pens. were able, long ago, but 
undoubtedly he was not guilty of 4 manife 
VUntruth ; and for your Radeneſs, I ſhall only 
return, that there are as many Letters in a 
Tea, as there are in a Nay; and therefore my 
Aſſertion is as ſound as your Sir Poſitive, and 
Magiſterial Negation. ary 
. Philot. But does not Mornæus, Du Pleſſis, 
and Danæus ſay, That they refuſed tobe Or- 
dained by Eng] R 
Phila. Yes, they do, and the more cal pabli 
was their Obſtinacy : For, if this Foundation 
be true, that for 1500 Years no Ordination 
by das th was allowed, it matters not 
much who ſet up their Nove/ Notions to 
juſtifie Tenents ſo liable to diſpute, againſt 
chat «queſtionable Oracle: Faith comes by hear- 
ing, and hearing by the word of God: And how 
' ſhall they hear without a Preacher? and hom 
Pall they preach. unleſs they are ſent? _ 

I do inſiſt upon it: He that ſends, muſt bea 
Biſbop, and it concerns you to look to it, how 
you will anſwer at the great Account, ſor milſ⸗- 
iding ſo many, who may have fair and 
2 | hou i 
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honeſt Apprehenſions, of what you preſs them 
o believe with flame. For 'tis time to live 
„ like Chriſtians now, more than Politicians. | 
And this is a ſhort anſwer to ſo many empty 
I Queſtions, viz. What neceffity lay on them? 
tn Bar could the Magiſtrates be to them? 
4 I Conld not they ſend their Miniſters to be Or- 
* 
a 
y 


dain?d in England? &c. For the Queſtion is 
not what was done? but what ſhould be 
done ? And if for 1500 Years the Church was 
4 Jin the Right in this matter, for the next 200 
they muſt be in the wrong, who have changed 
5; from the Univerſe! Rule, and can plead no- 
.. thing to excuſe themſelves but Veceſfiry from 
the Corruption of the Ages, who would not 

le bear ſound Doctrine. 
n Phzlot. But do you think that the preſent 
n Eſtabliſbment in Scotland would run directly 
counter to it at this time, if they thought Or- 
dination by Presbyters only was not valid? 
Phila. This is a leading Queſtion, and in 
Law not fair; for tis adapted to draw popular 
Envy and Clamour on the Anſwer: But how- 
ever, I will reply in the Language of that 
Philoſopher, who ſaid, he had a friendly de- 
erence and regard for Plato, &c. but much 
more for Truth. | | 
Truth is- my Mzrfre/5, which I am bound 
% buy and not to ſell; and therefore I muſt 
here to her, even tho' a powerful Faction 
* {hall 


t 3% 
ſhall vote againſt her. It is natural for al 
men to ſtick cloſe to their Intereſt; as it 
was to the Roman Senate to burn the Book 
of Numd's true Original Rites 0 4 Religion, 
when other. ſpurious ones had a firm 
Settlement in the Common-weal;h, But how- 
ever I will communicate. ſomething to you, 
which n be a Secret at preſent. 

Philot. 1 hall take any thing material as 

a Friendſhip, and therefore beg your Free- 
dom with m. 

Phila. A very learned Pye late of our Chem, 


when he was Profeſſor of Theology. at Gleſcon,. 


in his four Conferences, pag. 229. lays open 
his Heart in this manner, 

I inaft tell you freely, that after 1 have mich 
all Application of Mind, conſidered mhat could 
engage ſo many in this Iſland into fo mach gal 
and Rage againſt the Order 0 of cube I am 
not able to ſatisfie my ſelf about it. That Ve- 
nerable Order baving ſuch a Native Tendency for 
advancing of true Religion, Peace, Order, and 
every thing that is 3 that the A er on 
and Prejudices ſo many have drank in againſt it, 
ſeems as Vnjuſt as Unconquerable, and look like 
4 part of God's C ontroverſie with as. And-il 
page 307. The Biſbop was chiefly — wit 
the cure of Souls, the Presbyters were ſubjeft to 
him, and particularly were to be Ordained by lim; 
nor could any Ordination be without. the B jo 


Thus, 


e | | 

is, he faith, he found to be the very Truth, 
frer all Application of Mind, and all Freedom 
f Thoughts imaginable, And doubtleſs, he is 
o Stranger to his Native Country; and not- 
1 the preſent Biaſs of the Faction, 


| 

| What great Writer hath Integrity and Honeſty 
qual to his Knowledge, and is as ready as 
ble to juſtifie now he is Biſhop, what he wrote 
th ſo much Application when he was a 
Profeſſor and Presbyter, if you think fit to call 
pon him. But I muſt adviſe you to uſe more 
aution, and to ſecure the Snail within the Shell; 
r, if you pleaſe, to follow a more Divine 
axim, which you will find in Prov, 20, 3. 
und fo at preſent I reſt | 


x Tours, 
Philalethes. 
FINTS. 

—ͤ———— * — 

like | 

nll ADVERTISEMENT. 

pith FP Here will be ſhortly Publiſh'd another 

% EF Anſwer to Mr. J. Es Letter, with a Rea 

im; y to the Firſt Part of the Preface Written 


L Vindication of it. | 


